Report on the Training for Teacher Trainers
June-July 2002

The National Health and Education Committee (NHEC) has been conducting teacher training since November 2001.  The first three-month training was completed on 14 February 2002.  The second training of "training for teacher trainers" was started on 3 June 2002 for seven weeks.  This report covers the second training.  These teacher training programmes are supported by OSI.

Course details

Date: 3 June – 22 July 2002

Hours: 210

Venue: NHEC, Chiang Mai, Thailand

Course outline

The main aim of the course was to give "training for teacher trainers" and to produce a "handbook for pre-service training for primary teachers".  The course focused on:

1. Teaching methods of the following subjects:

· Children's mother tongue

· Burmese

· English

· Mathematics

· Science

· History

· Geography

· Environmental education

· Physical education

2. Reading and writing for critical thinking

3. Assessment methods

4. Curriculum management

5. Classroom management

6. School management

7. Psychology of education

8. Philosophy of education

Teaching methods are designed to help students think reflectively, take ownership for their personal learning, understanding the logical arguments, listen attentively and become independent lifelong learners.

Participants

1. La Nan


Kachin

Principal of teacher training college

2. Dwelling

Kachin

Senior teacher

3. Saw Eh Hso

Karen

Deputy head teacher

4. Saw Kyaw Moo
Karen

Teacher trainer

5. Khu Ku Reh

Karenni
Teacher trainer

6. Sein Ngeh Ngeh
Karenni
Teacher advisor

7. U Thaung Nyunt
Tavoy

Senior teacher

8. U Po Cho

Muslim Organization
Senior teacher

No. 3 to 8 had attended the first three-month teacher training organized by NHEC.

Training facilitators

1. Mrs. Mary Wootten
University of Newcastle, UK

2. Mr. Steve Wootten
University of Newcastle, UK

3. Dr. Thein Lwin
NHEC

Handbook for pre-service teacher training

The participants wrote a handbook for pre-service teacher training for primary teachers.  It is based on teaching methods used at schools in democratic countries, inside Burma and in the ethnic nationality areas.  The contents of the handbook are in the subject areas stated on page number 1.

Future plan

A pre-service teacher training for primary teachers will be conducted from 19 August 2002 to 18 February 2003.  There will be 20 trainees from different ethnic nationalities – 10 males and 10 females.  This pre-service training will be in Chiang Mai.

Recommendations

We need more teacher-training in future.  We have received 72 application forms for the coming six-month pre-service teacher training.  However, we can select only 20 applicants because of limited budget and security concerns.  We would like to continue teacher training after this six-month training.  Teacher training will help to improve the quality of teaching at schools and to fill the gap of shortage of teachers in the ethnic nationality areas and along the borders.
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