Report on the Education Conference
7 July 2002

The education conference was held in Chiang Mai from 3-5 July 2002, and was organized by the Burmese National Health and Education Committee (NHEC). The participants were policy makers, heads of education departments and senior teachers of the member and affiliated organizations of NHEC. They are:

1. Kachin Independence Organization (KIO)

2. Shan Culture and Education Committee (SCEC)

3. Lahu Education Committee (LEC)

4. Pa-O People's Liberation Organization (PPLO)

5. Karenni National Progressive Party (KNPP)

6. Karenni Nationality People's Liberation Front (KNPLF)

7. Karen National Union (KNU)

8. All Burma Students Democratic Front (ABSDF)

9. Democratic Party for New Society (DPNS)

10. National League for Democracy (Liberated Area) - (NLD-LA)

11. Muslim Liberation Organization of Burma (MLOB)

12. All Burma Muslim Union (ABMU)

13. New Mon State Party (NMSP)

14. People Progressive Front (PPF)

15. People Defence Force (PDF)

16. Myeik-Dawei United Front (MDUF)

The number of the participants were more than 40. Some international NGOs, Consortium and ZOA attended the conference as observers.  Mr. Peter Mortenson, the representative of the Danish Burma Committee (DBC), which supports the NHEC's education programs also attended the conference.

On the first day of the conference, U Bo Thaung of the National Council of the Union of Burma (NCUB) took the chair and U Min Min Oo of NHEC worked as the master of ceremony.  On the second day, Saw Charles Tada of KNU took the chair and Nai Soe Than of NMSP worked as the master of ceremony.  On the third day, Saw David Taw of NCUB took chair and U Min Min Oo worked as the master of ceremony.

Recommendations to the Conference

Dr. Thein Lwin, Saw Barnabas and Miss Nan Lung from the education team of  NHEC and Nai Soe Than of NMSP who is also a member of the NHEC committee submitted the following papers:

1. Curriculum development

2. Children's opportunity to learn in the different areas of Burma

3. Teaching of children's mother tongue at school 

4. The development of teaching methodology and teacher education 

5. Education research

These papers are based on the results of the local education workshops organized by NHEC from December 2000 to April 2001 and education seminars held in April, September and November in Chiang Mai, and December 2001 in Delhi. The workshop and seminar reports are attached. Based on the findings of the above workshops and seminars, the education team of the NHEC proposed the following to the conference. 

(1) Proposal for curriculum development

· Educators of the different ethnic and other democratic groups, discuss curriculum issues and draw up a new curriculum, which is both flexible and has equal status for every area and suitable for the future federal union of Burma.

· Schools should provide a curriculum which:

1. Is balanced and broadly based;

2. Promotes children with social, moral, cultural and physical development;

3. Equips children with the skills that are necessary for their adult life, as well as for the good of the local communities and of the nation as a whole;

4. Prepares children for individual responsibility and active participation in society.

· The new curriculum should be leading to multicultural education, which reflects the history, tradition and culture of all ethnic nationality groups

· The new curriculum can be developed to meet local needs.

(2) Proposal for children's opportunity to learn

· To build more schools in stable areas

· To recruit newly qualified teachers

· Education should be free

· To provide classroom materials such as books, pencils etc.

· To send backpack teachers (mobile) to unstable area

· To take care of children's health

· To provide vocational education for young people who have not had proper schooling

· To support children with learning difficulties for their schooling

· To encourage education for girls

· To promote quality of teaching

· To support teachers to meet their basic needs

· To encourage parents to participate in education discussions

· Local authorities should support education

(3) Proposal for the teaching of children's mother tongue at school

· All schools teach three languages (local language, Burmese and English). For those children whose mother tongue is Burmese, they should learn one of the ethnic languages.

· Local language should be the medium of instruction at primary level. It should be upgraded to lower secondary level based on the development of languages.

· In a multi-ethnic area (e.g. Shan State) the common language should be medium of instruction at schools and other minority languages should be taught in the evenings or at weekends.

· When teaching Burmese in ethnic areas, the teaching method should be teaching a second language or teaching Burmese for speakers other languages.

· To encourage research on teaching languages.

(4) Proposal for the development of teaching methodology and teacher education

· To encourage 'active learning' - participatory method

· To use the teaching methods assuring children's  'critical thinking'

· To recruit newly qualified teachers

· To provide pre-service training for new teachers

· To provide in-service training for the teachers

· To support teaching aid materials

· To provide sufficient subsidy for all teachers

· To form 'teacher union(s)'

· To ensure that teachers participate in educational policy debate

(5) Proposal for education research

· Educational research should be conducted in different areas of Burma

· Researchers should follow scientific research methods and ethics

· Research findings should be published

· Research findings should be used for education policy makings, teaching and other educational development

Group Discussions

On the second day of the conference, the participants formed five groups and discussed the five papers presented on the first day.  In the afternoon, each group presented their comments and suggestions and discussed them with the other participants.

Conference Resolution

Based on the two days of discussions, the NHEC education team submitted the final proposal to the conference.  Having some changes by the participants, the conference approved the following:

(1) Resolution on curriculum development

1. Educators of the different ethnic and other democratic groups discuss curriculum issues and draw a new curriculum, which is both flexible and has equal status for every area and suitable for the future federal union of Burma.

2. The new curriculum should follow the following principles:

      (a) To educate young people about the different kinds of bad dictatorship (this   

            should be included in History syllabuses)

      (b) To participate young people responsibly in the struggle to end dictatorship

      (c) To live peacefully between different nationalities, young people should be 

           educated about the bad side of chauvinism and narrow nationalism.

3. School should provide a curriculum which:

(a) Is balanced and broadly based.

(b) Promotes young people with social, moral, cultural and physical development.

(c) Equips young people with the skills that are necessary for their adult life, as well as for the good of the local communities and the nation as a whole.

(d) Empower young people to take responsibility in the practice of democracy and building of federal union.

(e) Ensures peace and respects values of all ethnic nationalities in Burma.

(f) Includes human rights and environmental education.

4. The new curriculum should be leading to multicultural education, which reflects the    

     history, tradition and culture of all ethnic nationality groups.

5. The new curriculum can be developed to meet local needs.

(2) Resolution on children's opportunity to learn

1. To build more schools in stable areas

2. To provide opportunity for children in stable areas

3. To provide classroom materials such as books, pencils etc.

4. To provide vocational education for young people who have not had proper schooling

5. To encourage orphans and disadvantaged children for their schooling

6. To organize street children and those who are not interested in education to join school

7. To encourage non-formal education for those who cannot join formal education

8. To support children with learning difficulties for their schooling 

9. To take care of children's health

10. To promote education for girls

11. To provide free education until they complete basic education

12. To recruit newly qualified teachers

13. To promote quality of teaching

14. To support teachers to meet their basic needs

15. To encourage parents to participate in education discussions

16. Local authorities should support education

(3) Resolution on teaching of children's mother tongue

1. All schools teach three languages:

· Children's mother tongue

· Burmese

· English

2. For those children whose mother tongue is Burmese, they should learn one of the ethnic languages.

3. In the ethnic nationality areas, the children's mother tongue should be medium of instruction at primary level and it should be upgraded to lower and upper secondary levels.

4. In teaching 'Burmese and English' in the ethnic nationality areas, the teaching method should be 'teaching Burmese and English for speakers of other languages.'

5. When teaching other languages, teachers should use the respective language instruction.

6. In a multi-ethnic area, local common language should be the medium of instruction  

    in schools and teaching other minority languages should also be encouraged.

7. Research on teaching languages should be conducted.

8. Language teaching should be improved based on research findings.

Note: The conference agreed the above resolution having a record of Nang Kham Ing's comments. Nan Khan Ing is the representative of the Shan Culture and Education Committee.

Nang Kham Ing's comments

No.1, the word 'national language' should be used instead of 'Burmese'.
No.2, students should be taught another language whatever one they are interested   

      in apart from the three languages stated at No.1.
No.4, the word 'common language' should be used instead of  'Burmese'.
(4) Resolution on the development of teaching methods and teacher education

1. To provide 12 years of schooling as basic education.

2. To encourage children's active participation in their learning.

3. The proportion of the participation of teacher and students in teaching and learning 

    should be as follows:

    (a) Lower primary level 
teacher 80%
student 20%

    (b) Upper primary level
teacher 60%
student 40%

    (c) Lower secondary level
teacher 50%
student
50%

    (d) Upper secondary level
teacher 40%
student 60%

4. To use the teaching methods that allow children's  'critical thinking'. These methods 

    will empower children for:

   (a) active inquiry

   (b) student-initiated learning

   (c) problem solving

   (d) critical thinking

   (e) cooperative learning

   (f) writing and reading process

5. The following methods should be used to judge the students' performance.

    (a) Continuous assessment

    (b) There should be a local or national exam at the end of the primary, lower                   

          secondary and upper secondary levels to ensure equal status of students 

          performance.

6. For teacher education and their rights, the following should be provided:

   (a) To recruit newly qualified teachers

   (b) To provide pre-service training for new teachers

   (c) To provide in-service training for the present teachers 

   (d) To support teaching aid materials

   (e) To provide sufficient subsidy for all teachers

   (f) To ensure that teachers participate in education policy debate

   (g) To invite teachers to local education discussions

   (h) Teachers have right to form a 'teacher union' freely

(5) Resolution on education research

1. To support education research.

2. Education research should be conducted in different geographical areas.

3. Education research should be conducted in different educational areas (such as  

    survey, curriculum studies, language studies etc.)

4. To follow research ethics.

5. Research study should be based on valid evidence.

6. Research findings should be reliable.

7. Research findings should be generalized.

8. Research findings should be used for education policy making, teaching and other  

    educational development.

9. Research findings should be discussed, read out and published.

Conclusion

The resolution of the conference will be a guideline for the education policy and implementation of NHEC's education programs. To be effective policy and practice we, however, request member and affiliated organizations of NHEC, teachers and parents for their cooperation and coordination.
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